Press Release -- Historical Western Romance Author, Elaine Levine

Author Elaine Levine Announces the Release of Her Debut Novel,

RACHEL AND THE HIRED GUN!
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RACHEL AND THE HIRED GUN is the first in Ms. Levine’s Men of Defiance series--historical western romances about the hard-edged men who settle in the fictional 19th Century town of Defiance, Wyoming Territory... and the women who tame them.

Blurb:
Running from a brutal past to the father she’s never met, Rachel Douglas must rely on the survival skills of the hired gun her father sends to guide her across the rugged terrain of the Dakota Territory. But Sager’s got another plan…and a blood debt to settle. 

Time doesn’t always heal all wounds. Sometimes it takes a little vengeance. 

RACHEL AND THE HIRED GUN won Romance Writers of America’s 2007 Golden Heart for Best Long Historical
Reviews:
"First-time author Levine draws on classic western themes and a rugged backdrop like a veteran of the genre. Her realistic characters leap from the pages yet never supersede the emotionally charged romance. The western is alive and well with authors like Levine." 
--Kathe Robin, Four Stars from Romantic Times!

"Elaine Levine is a wonderfully fresh and original voice in western romance. RACHEL AND THE HIRED GUN is full of fast-paced action and powerful emotions. I loved it!" -- Joan Johnston, New York Times bestselling author 
Elaine Levine began writing when she was in college.  At the time, her son was only one year old.  Her dream was to be a stay-at-home mom with a lucrative career as an author.  Twenty-four years, a daughter, a college degree, and two grandchildren later, she sold her first novel in a two book deal to Kate Duffy at Kensington Books.

Ms. Levine funds her writing addiction with a day job as an application developer in the Lotus Notes technology.   At night, she crafts emotional stories of love and redemption.

Ordering Information:

ISBN: 978-1-4201-0551-3
Publisher: Kensington Books 
Release Date: January 6, 2009 

Contact:

To request a review copy of RACHEL AND THE HIRED GUN or to schedule an interview, you may contact her email at elevine@elainelevine.com or via regular mail at P.O. Box 159, Eaton, CO 80615.
Elaine Levine’s NetPrint:

Website:  www.elainelevine.com 

MySpace:  www.myspace.com/elainelevine
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/elainelevine
Appearances:
JANUARY
January 2 -- Elaine Levine will be interviewed by David Ewen on the Today's Author Radio show airing at 6:30 PM Mountain

--------------------------

January 9 -- Elaine Levine will be guest blogging at Naughty and Spice.  She'll be giving away a book T-shirt!  The winner will have an opportunity to win a free copy of Rachel and the Hired Gun!
--------------------------

January 10 -- Elaine Levine will be giving a book talk to Colorado Romance Writers about Rachel and the Hired Gun

-------------------------- 

January 10 - January 11 -- Elaine Levine has been invited back to guest blog at Petticoats & Pistols.  She'll be giving away a book T-shirt!  The winner will have an opportunity to win a free copy of Rachel and the Hired Gun!
--------------------------

January 17, 3 PM -- Elaine Levine will be interviewed live on Second Life Cable Network TV!  Sign-up for Second Life and join the audience!

--------------------------

January 18 -- Elaine Levine will be guest blogging at Unusual Historicals.  She'll be giving away a book T-shirt!  The winner will have an opportunity to win a free copy of Rachel and the Hired Gun!
--------------------------
January 23 -- Elaine Levine will be guest blogging at Armchair Heroines (www.armchairheroines.blogspot.com).  She'll be giving away a book T-shirt!  The winner will have an opportunity to win a free copy of Rachel and the Hired Gun!

-------------------------- 

January 31 -- Lynda Hilburn (Dark Harvest), Elaine Levine (Rachel and the Hired Gun) and Melissa Mayhue (A Highlander of Her Own) will be signing their latest releases at Book Haven in Loveland, Colorado.

-------------------------- 

FEBRUARY
February 7 -- Lynda Hilburn, Tara Janzen, Renee Knowles, Elaine Levine, Melissa Mayhue and Robin D. Owens will be participating in a Valentine-themed reader event at the Louisville Public Library. 

-------------------------- 

February 12, 6 - 6:45 PM -- Elaine Levine will be doing a book signing for Rachel and the Hired Gun at the Novel Shoppe in Eaton, CO

-------------------------- 

February 12, 7 - 8 PM -- Elaine Levine will be giving a book talk on Rachel and the Hired Gun at the Eaton Library

--------------------------

 MAY
May 15 -- Elaine Levine will be attending the Romancing the Rockies conference in Denver, CO, sponsored by Colorado Romance Writers.
Romance Statistics: 

These statistics are reprinted with permission from the Romance Writers of America (http://www.rwanational.org/cs/the_romance_genre/romance_literature_statistics)

Romance Sales

(source: Business of Consumer Book Publishing 2008) 

· Romance fiction generated $1.375 billion in sales in 2007. 

· Approximately 8,090 romance titles were released in 2007. 

Market Share of Romance Fiction

(source: Business of Consumer Book Publishing 2008)

· Romance fiction is the biggest fiction category in 2007. 

Romance Market Share Compared to Other Genres

(source: Simba Information estimates)

· Romance fiction: $1.375 billion in estimated revenue for 2007
Religion/inspirational: $819 million
Science fiction/fantasy: $700 million
Mystery: $650 million
Classic literary fiction: $466 million

· Of those who read books in 2007, one in five read romance novels. (AP-Ipsos Poll) 
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